
The Trex 600N 3G build experience- Larry Bonnette July 2010 

 

      L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ улΩǎΦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ L.E. I 
Ŏŀƴ ƘƻǾŜǊΣ Ŧƭȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ άŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ Řƻ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻƻǇΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 
aȅ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Φол ǎƛȊŜ ά{ƘǳǘǘƭŜέ. I loved and understood that helicopter and 
have built and rebuilt it a dozen or so times. That is until I tried to get parts for it one day and found that 
less and less hobby shops were stocking parts for them. SoΧ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƛƎŜǊ άwŀǇǘƻǊέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
great helicopter and I have bought and built 4 kits. I still own two of them but I have been finding that 
(just like the shuttle) it is starting to be hard to find spares for them as well. Too bad, because I really 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ wŀǇǘƻǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ hƘ ²ŜƭƭΧ ƻƴ 
to the next one.  

      The hot heli these days seems ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ !ƭƛƎƴ ά¢ǊŜȄέΦ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ wŀǇǘƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ 
are easy to find and just like the Raptor you can even find after-market parts.  

      I really like my .50 size Raptors so I leaned toward the 600 size nitro powered Trex 600N and since 
άCƭȅ-ōŀǊƭŜǎǎέ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƳǎ άƘƻǘέΦ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜȄ сллb оD ƳƻŘŜƭΦ  

      I scoured the web for a place to by it. I found that most places were selling it for $1069. I found one 
ǇƭŀŎŜ άƘŜƭƛƘƻōōȅ.comέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ was $963 and I almost bought it there until I stumbled onto it for $879 
ŀǘ άƘŜƭƛ-ǿƻǊƭŘΦŎƻƳέ. Now, I just visited the άƘŜƭƛ-ǿƻǊƭŘΦŎƻƳέ site and it is currently going for $999 so I 

guess I got a really great price.  

      Wǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ up. 
Here is the bill. And, as you can see, I saved 
enough money so that I could buy a brand 
new OS .55 engine for it.   

      I was very excited when I received the kit 
which showed up around a week after I 
purchased it.  One of the reasons I was willing 
to shell out almost a thousand dollars for a 
ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ά!ƭƛƎƴέ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
how to package them.  

      This helicopter came with just about 
everything you needed to fly it and even 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άōƭƛƴƎέ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘ 
after the fact.  

      The components that were included in the kit were four of the five (digital) servos required to fly. A 
LiPo receiver battery and regulator that includes an integrated άDƭƻǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǊέ. The kit came with ǘƘŜ άCƭȅ-
.ŀǊƭŜǎǎέ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƭŘέ ƎȅǊƻ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
aluminum (other helis are normally plastic) and it included a set of carbon fiber blades. It even comes 
with an electronic governor. The only things I had to add were a throttle servo, an engine and muffler 
and the receiver (oh, and fuel).  



      Other ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άōƭƛƴƎέ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ were: accent washers that surround each bolt, carbon fiber 
frame, rubber skid protectors (no one ever includes them), a painted fiberglass canopy (at least a $100 
option on other helis), polished aluminum tail mechanics, carbon fiber tail rotor blades, and a fuel filter 
(again, no one ever includes this).  

      The helicopter design is well thought out. An example of this is the main shaft bearings. These 
bearings ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άwŀǇǘƻǊέ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ inside the plastic frame. The bearings eventually go bad and need 
to be replaced. This ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άwŀǇǘƻǊέ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǘƘŜ 
case (a lot of work). After you have split the case you find that you also have to replace the entire frame 
because the bearings have gotten hot and melted the plastic that hold them in place (Lots and lots of 
work). The Trex on the other hand bolt separate aluminum braces to the frame. These aluminum braces 
contain the main shaft bearings. Because they are in aluminum, a bad bearing will not melt them. 
Because they are bolted in, you simply unbolt them and replace them. Nice ! 

      OK, now the bad stuff. Well not too bad but the following needs to be mentioned, so here we go. 

      First the instruction manual is terrible. It is simply page after page of pictures that you must pore 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ ²Ŝƭƭ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ 

      I assembled the frame just as the picture indicated. When it came time to install the engine, the 
ƘƻƭŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇΦ  L ǇƻǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎtures and found a note two pages AFTER the frame picture that 
said not to fully tighten the bolts. Step by step instructions would have helped here and at several other 
assembly locations. Another criticism I have of the ά¢ǊŜȄέ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƛǎ that ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά![LDbέ ƛǎ ǇƭŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ 
across each and every page. The plastering of their name is annoying and in some cases obscures the 
plan. Why must they do that? 

      After I fully assembled the kit there were three carbon fiber pieces left over. I finally found the 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΦ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

where the last piece goes.  

 

 

      The engine fan shroud is a pain. It probably is very efficient in its design but I found it very hard to 
adjust so that it did not rub against the fan mounted on the engine. The other problem is that it must be 
removed WITH the engine each time you need to service the engine. I had to remove and replace the 
engine several times because of a problem and I have already stripped out the plastic that the screws 
dig into to hold it in place. 



 

 

      The bolts seem unusually brittle. I ended breaking two and stripping out the Hex Hole on a third. 

          

      The governor pickup needed to be installed BEFORE the engine. If you find that this happens to you. 
Push down the plastic with a screw driver. Insert the sensor. Then remove the head and main drive gear 
so that you can fit your fingers behind the pickup in order to hold the plastic sensor nut in place. 

           

                     



 

 

      Like I said early in this article 
ά!ƭƛƎƴέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ. They 
even provide green stuff, blue stuff 
and grease. I think it is great that 
Align provides green stuff, blue stuff 
and grease but When and where do 
you use it ? I guessed that the bottle 
of blue stuff iǎ άƭƻŎƪ ¢ƛƎƘǘέ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
the green stuff and when do you use 
it? I can guess when and where to use 
the grease and the T43 is called out a 
number of times in the manual. But 
the green stuff? 

 

 

 

      There is one screw that is left 
undefined and I am sure it is 
important. It is the screw that 
tightens the elevator actuator on the 
ƘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ άǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪέ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 
out this screw and never tells you 
when to tighten it and how to tighten 
it. I.E. should you move it all the way 
to the right and tighten it at full 
throttle? 

      I guessed that you move it left 
and right until there is no binding of 
the elevator servo push rods. Then 
center the throttle stick and make 
the elevator actuator level and apply 
blue stuff and tighten it. It flew so I 

must have guessed correctly. 

     

 

 

 


