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WELL WE HAVE STARTED TO IMPLE-
MENT SOME OF OUR PLANS FOR UP-
GRADING THE FLYING FIELD.

WE JUST COMPLETED THE PLANE CE-
MENT TARMAC AREA AND IT CAME
OUT PRETTY GOOD AND CLEANED

UP AND CENTRALIZED OUR START

UP AREA AS WELL AS IMPROVE OUR
SAFETY CONCERWITH BETTER HOLD

DOWNS.
LONGER TERM WE MUST CONTINUE

TO UPGRADE THE ENTRY ROAD, CONSIDER EXPANDING THE
OVERHEAD STRUCTURE IF NEEDED AND CONTINUE TO MAIN-
TAIN REPAIRS AND UPGRADE EQUIPTMENT SUCH AS OUR P.A.
SYSTEM.

| WANT TO PERSONALLY THANK ALL THE MEMBER WHO
HELPED WITH THE RECENT CEMENT WORK AND IN PARTICU-
LAR MAX TAYLOR, JIM PORTER AND PAUL LANGNER,AS WELL
AS ADAM KAMINSKAS . HOPE TO SEE YOU THE FIELD, --
DOUG. ---P.S. THE UPSIDE TO THIS TOUGH ECONOMY IS
THERE IS A LOT OF SALES AT THE HOBBY SHOPS AND |
COULDN'T RESIST AND ORDERED A STAGGER WING, | HOPE |
CAN FIND ROOM MY WIFE SAID--

"THAT PLANE WILL NOT COME IN THE HOUSE".
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Barnstormer Meeting Minutes

for Apr 2nd 2009

* Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Presideot®Van Orman.

* March minutes approved.
* All officers present except Dick Pursley (Treas)r
* Old Business:

- Concrete tarmac area: Members present apprd@@D300 for this project. Max Taylor, Jim Porterdddoug
Van Orman will provide direction to the contractadam Kaminskas will coordinate requirements foldmowns. The
contractor will also do work to improve the flightation area.

- Approved $500.00 to purchase a fertilizer speeaBric DeSardi is responsible for this item.
* 2008 BEST- Kirk Jensen reported that the everderaver $3000.00.

* Vice President Eric DeSardi reported on field mahance. Battery was replaced in one of the mowéies project to
modify the sprinkler system to water the new tieas completed.

* FIELD CLEANUP- Max Taylor requested that membeosne out the next two weekends and do whateverdhey
* Maintenance building- Eric DeSardi will coordieatleanup of the building.

* NEW MEMBERS:
Anthony Centanni

* Model of Month- Four planes were shown. Jim Powen the can of fuel.
(Note: When building a kit you can bring the plaméefore it is covered (this is the bones) andragduen the plane ig
completed.)

* Nametag contest- Won by Ken Bauske.

* Attendance prize- No winner. Rolls over to nexanth.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Baumgartner
2009 Secretary
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Mike Walker's 1/4 scale Spitfire
by Terry Foote

Greetings from the secret Mike Walker airplane dzamg I'm going to attempt to relay this story fromem-
ory.... I'll probably get it wrong and if | do, napologies to Mike's Mom!

She's a lovely lady and like a lot of folks thaell through WWII, probably has a bunch of storeetet!
about that part of her life. Apparently, as mosigle do, she had a "love of her life" type persaakaduring
the war. It's my understanding that his name waskWaller. We'll spice this up a tad.... Frank Was
dashing RAF fighter pilot that went out on a ddibsis and did battle with the Luftwaffe in his gaviK |
Spitfire. (That alone makes him dashing.) Thinkwhb.... Let's go into a four hundred mile peuhdive on
the tail of a FW-190, guns blazing, in a tiny, hjghwered crate made of tube steel and plywood. [Selel
you Frank was dashing! Well, day after day can takal on a Spitfire jock. There were lots of gr&erman
aces during WWII and these young Brits really ttiok battle to the Germans in their Spitfires. Solm&awe in
my archives | have a picture of Frank standingamf of his trusty mount. The plane seemed to lolokand
patched but make no mistake, it was battle worttd/tzad the bullet patches to prove it.

As | said before, the Germans made raid afteraaiéEngland and on December 14, 1939 about 80 miles
North of London Frank met his demise at the haridgs®erman pilot. Over the years Mike had it inmisd
that he would re-create the old Mk | Spit to hoRaaeink as well as his Mom.

It started a couple of years ago when Mike orderdtick Reeves 1/4 scale Spitfire kit. One thinglléa an-
other and stuff like 500 dollar retracts, high dokervos, hundreds of square feet of balsa, lefardvheels,
etc. started making their way to final assembltheman cave Mike likes to call his airplane dungedblot a
really bad place, what with the TV, fridge, vass@sment of tools, etc.)

Oh yeah....... It ain't exactly a Spit unless yauengobs of horsepower so he brandished his @axditone
more time and thrilled the guys out at Desert Aiftby getting a new DA-85 to power the beast. tast of
Barnstormer characters that worked on the Spifaie long and distinguished. Mike, Doug Cockerham,
Gordon Putnam, Hugh Brown, Terry and Kyle Footeniite Rushing and legions of others fought bad
weather, wives that needed stuff done around thisdhand a whole host of adversity to get it wheieto-
day.

The airframe is nearly ready for glassing and pagntThe DA-85 has a custom made exhaust that Mike
welded up for it out of aluminum. The moveable aoels are covered in Coverite fabric. It's projegtedyht
is somewhere in the neighborhood of 38-40 poundal Ryht considering there are nearly a trilli@uare
inches of wing area! It measures 111 inches imiingspan department and stretches 95 inches frerfrant
of the spinner to the rear of the rudder. Therenare Hitec digital servos on board, ensuring ¥Mete and
his family will be able to afford to eat reguladgmetime after Labor Day. We found his missinggag¢tan-
gled in a box of fiberglass cloth yesterday...guéss after we feed it, we'll start a glassingyp@arcover the
acres of well sanded balsa sheeting. The pictuye$ do it justice folks..... It's just plain hugdike hopes to
display it unfinished at our Big Bird event.

I'm sure once the Spit is finished, we'll all retio the airplane dungeon to sign our names uheetail and
talk of the wonderful maiden flight we had with.it. Spitfire to Tower,

Over and Out!

(Fair Skies and a good tailwind, Frank)

Pictures on the following pages




Whoa that'’s big

Custom Exhaust very nice
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Hey Guys,
The account is fine we are doing good. Chartersangng
in and being renewed. | have a few stickers forespesople
for your AMA card if you have not got one let meokwn
Happy Flying!!!!
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P.O. Box 916
New Waverly, Texas 77358

Useful Numbers

Bud Brinkley (936)435-4169
Butch Nye (936)445-1739
Gary Baumgartner  (936)760-3290
Dick Pursley (936)648-4508
Allen Rugg (281)536-1708

Adam Kaminskas  (936)856-3192

Web site www.tri-countybarnstormers.com
TCBS Email www.tri-countybarnstormers.com/webmail
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