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May has once again brought us some beau-
tiful flying weather ! The hot weather  is fast 
approaching so I  want to urge everyone to 
get out and enjoy some flying.  
 

The annual Big Bird Fly-In was a great suc-
cess, thanks to the hard work of Adam 
Kaminskas and all of the volunteers who 
came out to help. The weather  was working 
against us, but I  think that all those who 
par ticipated had a great time anyway. I  
know that everyone was very impressed 

with the quality and craftsmanship of the airplanes and as usual, some 
great piloting skills were on display. Then, I  flew a few times, near ly had 
a mid-air  (my fault) and figured that maybe I  should land before my 
plane became a hood ornament for  a Gee Bee racer . I t was all great fun, 
and I  hope that next year  we can get even more club members to br ing 
out their  airplanes. 
 

Ken Bauske came up with the idea that if you wear your  club nametag 
to our  monthly meetings, we could draw and give the winner  a gift cer-
tificate.  This would help everyone and especially the newer members 
learn faces and names. Next month when you come to the meeting be 
sure to wear yours, and if your  name is drawn you will win a gift cer tifi-
cate! On the subject of new members, the next time that you see a new 
face, please introduce yourself and welcome them. I t can be a little 
daunting to figure out who is who in a large club such as ours. Lets all 
make our  newest members feel welcome and help them get acquainted 
and make new fr iends.  
 

One subject that has been brought to my attention lately is the lack of 
work for  the club by many members. I t seems that our  club is like so 
many others that fall into the 20/80 percent rule.  I t seems that 20% of 
the members do all of the work while the other  80% do all of the com-
plaining.  
                          Continued on page 2 
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Got something you 
would like to share? 
Send Allen your 
stor ies, product 
reviews, or anything 
that would be of 
interest to the club. 



THE FIELD IS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. WE JUST 
FERTILIZED IT MONDAY AND WE NOW HAVE THE 
SPRINKLERS SET WORK. THIS FIELD IS ONE 
GROOMED AREA AND WE SHOULD ALL FEEL VERY 
PROUD OF IT.  
 
THE CEILING FANS FOR THOSE WHO WANT THEM 
ARE UP. JUST PLUG IN THE EXTENTION CORD AND 
GIVE THEM A TRY. LET ME KNOW IF YOU LIKE THEM 

SO I CAN GET A FEW MORE BEFORE THEY SELL OUT. THANKS TO MAX 
FOR HELPING ME GET THEM UP.  
 
ALSO THANKS TO JIM PORTER FOR HIS HELP IN GETTING THE SPRIN-
KLERS GOING.  
 
Y'ALL TAKE CARE OF OUR FIELD FELLAS AND WE WILL GET MANY 
COMPLIMENTS ON IT WHEN GUESTS COME TO FLY.  
 
HAVE FUN, FLY SAFE AND WE WILL SEE YOU SOON. 
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I  want to remind everyone that it is a requirement for  mem-
bership that you help and volunteer  work for  the club when 

needed. We have a large facility that takes considerable manpower to maintain, and with over 160 
members, I  do expect more help from the members. Even if you can just volunteer  a few hours occa-
sionally, please step up and give us a shout and we will get you star ted and your  help will be very 
much appreciated! 
 

Remember to get out and promote our  great hobby to anyone who will listen and keep those planes 
flying! 
 

Till next time…. � � 
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We all know Bill Williams, but for those of you that don’ t recognize him by his 
name, he is with the Civil Air Patrol. These are the folks that take care of the our 
concessions dur ing major club events. Bill is the lucky winner of the RTF 
EasyStar we raffled off this past Saturday at the EAA event. For those of you 
that missed the event, there were quite a few aircraft to look over, plenty of food 
and tons of ‘shooting-the-breeze’ . Congratulations Bill. We hope you enjoy your 
new airplane. 



 

BARNSTORMER MINUTES 
for May 1, 2008 

 
 
*  Meeting called to order  at 7:30pm. 
 
*  Apr il minutes approved. 
 
*  Star ting with the next meeting wear your  nametag. There will be a name 
   drawn. I f the person is present and wear ing a nametag he will win a    
   pr ize. (Extra piece of pizza maybe.) 
 
*  Vice president Butch Nye repor ted the field is in great shape. 
 
*  Treasurer  repor t-finances are in good shape.  Dick suggested doing the scout flying event on an 
   annual basis. The members present approved. A small hand launch glider  will be given to each 
   par ticipant. Tentative date for  this years event is June 28. 
 
*  There was some discussion regarding limiting club membership. The discussion was generally 
   negative on this subject and was dropped for  fur ther  consideration at this time. 
 
*  Big Bird review-Adam said attendance at this years event was down. This was probably due to 
   adverse weather  predictions. Adam repor ted that there were no accidents at the event. 
 
*  Er ic Desardi reviewed the pylon racing demo to be held May 10. I t will be suitable for  anyone to 
   par ticipate. Will not be a competitive event. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be available while supply 
   last. Cost of food is provided by the club. 
 
*  New members 
            - Rudolf Novotny 
            - Will Sieber  
 
*  Attendance pr ize-no winner . Rolls over  to next month. 
 
*  Grand pr ize- Dick Robbins won. His name will go in the December drawing for  the year ly grand 
   pr ize. 
 
*  Model of Month-won by Gary (aka lucky) Baumgar tner . 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
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Your input concerning the Prop Wash, website, or any other club issue is ALWAYS wel-
come.  
 

Contact Allen Rugg (br it4a@tr i-countybarnstormers.com) or Dick Pursley (rwpursley 
@tr i-countybarnstormers.com) for Prop Wash or website related issues.  
 

Contact Dick if you would like an @tr i-countybarnstormers.com email address (Hurry, 
we only have 4,984 email addresses left). Family members may also have email addresses 
if they desire! 
 

Contact any of the club officers for ANY club related issue. 
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Hey Folks, 
 
The bank account is alive and well. 
 
Our membership stands at a whopping 163! 
 
I  will mail out the membership renewal letters in late June or 
ear ly July. I  will then continue to hound you until we get  
everyone renewed. Lets shoot for 100% renewal this year. We 

came very close last year, with only a couple that chose not to renew. 
 
Remember, every day is a good day. Some are just not quite as good as the others! 
 
Until next month... 
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Take-offs are optional—Landings are mandatory! 
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Some of you go flying on a cer -
tain day (or days) every week 
and have a routine set for 
when to charge your receiver 
and transmitter batter ies. 
However, some of us do NOT 
know that we will be able to go 
until the very last minute. In a 
case like that (mine) you need 
to have your batter ies charged 
and ready at all times. This can 
really be fair ly easy. Using the 
‘wal war t’ chargers that came 
with my radio systems and a 
device called the TME Auto-

Tr ickle Adapter, I  keep my batter ies on ‘ tr ickle charge’ at all times. They are fully 
charged so that when I  decide I  can go fly-
ing, I  can pack up and go without worrying 
about whether I  charged the batter ies or 
not. In the above picture, I  have 8 recepta-
cles that are powered from the TME Auto-
Tr ickle Adapter, which is shown in the pic-
ture to the r ight. This unit has a button on 
it, that when pressed, will supply continu-
ous power output. After 16 hours (this time 
is adjustable on the newer versions), it will 
star t pulsing the power, a quar ter second 
on and three quar ters of a second off. This 
way, after a full overnight charge, the puls-
ing causes the ‘wal war t’ chargers to only 
charge a quarter of the time. Just enough 
to keep everything fully charged. The TME 
AutoTr ickle Adapter is rated high enough 
that you can have more than a dozen stan-
dard rc chargers connected to it without 
any problem. 
 

  Continued on page 7…. 
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This same tr ickle charge can also be accomplished 
in a more economical method. You can go to your 
favor ite hardware or Wally Wor ld type store and 
by an inexpensive ‘ lamp’ timer. This is a simple 
timer that plugs into a receptacle and plug a power 
str ip into that. Set it up so that it turns the power 
on for one hour and off for eleven. Plug your ‘wal 
war t’ chargers into the power str ip and plug in 
your rx/tx and you are tr ickle charging. When you 
get back from flying, manually turn on the timer, 
the next time it is set to cycle off, it will and then 
continue charging for an hour every out of every 
twelve. 
 

Since I  rarely get to go flying more than once per 
week, I  normally don’ t even bother with the 
‘overnight’ charge on my batter ies. I  usually just 
unload my truck, plug in my packs and let the 

tr ickle charge br ing the packs back to full charge. By the following weekend, all is well 
and I ’m ready to go (assuming I  actually get to go). 
 

OK. Now that we have your batter ies always ready to go, we need to check the capac-
ity of the packs occasionally. As shown in the top left picture, I  keep my Accu-Cycle 
handy. While this is an older version and will only cycle the packs once, it is still a good 
tool for checking the overall health of my packs. 
 

Additionally, I  have a 12v 
power supply (made from a 
computer power supply) to op-
erate my ‘ field’ battery charger 
in the event I  need to manually 
charge something other than a 
tx/rx battery (shown in the pic-
ture to the r ight).  
 

There are a ton of places on the 
internet that give great advice 
on keeping your batter ies 
healthy. One of my favor ites is 
Red’s Battery Clinic at 
www.rcbatteryclinic.com 
Check them out. 
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P.O. Box 916 
New Waver ly, Texas 77358 


