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Last week Don Menk and I helped pour 
the new cement pilot station pads and 
sidewalks. They look great and hope-
fully we all won’t have to stand in the 
mud anymore out at the flight line. The 
contractor built the cement forms a little 
high so we are still in the process of 
building up topsoil next to the side-
walks. In the meantime, please watch 
your step and don’t trip. 
 

Bob Johnson, our Newsletter Editor and 
club officer, asked to step down from 
his post due to personal reasons and 

lack of available time. Bob has many years of service to our club 
and I want to personally thank him for his time and dedication. 
His usual humor and good advice will be missed. I have ap-
pointed Allen Rugg to fulfill his remaining term, and welcome 
him aboard. Allen has some major changes planned for the club 
website so we will look forward to that. He will also be looking 
for new submissions from our members for articles for the news-
letter. If you have something that you would like to write about, 
get in touch with Allen and he’ ll get it done. Speaking of club of-
ficers, I want to thank Dick Pursley for filling in for me at the last 
moment for the April general meeting. I was stuck in Katy and 
unable to make it back in time that night. 
 

I’m going to keep this month’s column short as I have another ar-
ticle to add. I hope that our beautiful Spring weather finds you out 
at the field soon and keep those airplanes flying. Till next time…. 
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Got something you 
would like to share? 
Send Allen your 
stor ies, product 
reviews, or anything 
that would be of 
interest to the club. 



The field is in great shape and by all indications, this will 
continue. Have you ever stopped to think about just how great 
our facility is? There are other good fields, but few (if any) can 
touch ours. Plus, it just keeps getting better. This year, we 
have added new improvements such as the secur ity lights and 
the new concrete pilot stations. 
 
To help maintain what we have, we have a dedicated mowing 
team that makes sure we have a well manicured place to do 
what we love to do, fly r /c airplanes. Additionally, we have the 
best membership around. I f you talk to folks that have been in 
other clubs, usually you will hear stor ies of bicker ing. You 
rarely hear of such in the Tr i-County Barnstormers. 

 
The landscaping around the new concrete flight stations is progressing nicely. As it 
weathers in, it will require some touch-up, but will be complete before the Big Bird. 
 
As discussed in the meeting, we are planning on cleaning out the barn around the first 
of the month. I t has become somewhat of a ‘catch-all’ for odds and ends, and 
desperately needs to be de-cluttered. I f any of this ‘clutter ’ is yours and you want to 
keep it, please find it a new home. 
 
That pretty much covers it for this month... 
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I f you haven’ t been out to the field recently, you really need to pack up a plane (or two 
or three) and head out there. The new flight station setup with the new concrete is 
WONDERFUL! First is the obvious. You can stand at the flight station and you are 
NOT standing in a mud puddle. Beyond that is the fact that you are on an elevated 
platform. While it is only a few inches high, it seems (at least to me) that visibility on 
final approach is significantly improved. I  feel like I  have a better visual vantage point. 
Granted, my landings this past weekend were no better than usual, but I  felt like I  had 
a better view of my plane coming in. 
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Don’ t spit into the wind… 
Don’ t land with the wind! 
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BARNSTORMER MINUTES 
for Apr il 4, 2008 

 

*  Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm. President Bud Br inkley 
was absent. Treasurer Dick Pursley conducted the meeting in 
Bud’s absence. All other officers were present. 
 
*  March minutes were approved. 
 
*  There were 2 visitors. 
 
*  New concrete pads for the pilot stations have been installed. Members present ap-
proved filling in around the concrete with dir t and placing sod. 
 
*  Bob Johnson has resigned as webmaster /editor. Many thanks to Bob for his long and 
dedicated service. Allen Rugg has been appointed by  Bud to replace Bob. 
 
*  Club e-mail addresses are available to anyone wanting one. Contact Dick Pursley. 
 
*  Vice President Butch Nye repor ted that the barn cleanup will be scheduled for ear ly 
May. The field is in good shape. The members present approved removing the large tree 
in front of the club house. A tree will be planted in the area to replace the one removed. 
 
*  Secretary Gary Baumgar tner repor ted that Barnstormer caps have been ordered. 
Hope to have them available pr ior to Big Bird. 
 
*  Treasurer Dick Pursley repor ted that we have 159 members. 
 
*  Safety-Adam repor ted that there have been no accidents year to date. 
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A day without flying is like….oh 
never mind. I  can’ t think of any-
thing bad enough to finish this 
old saying! 
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*  Big Bird-Adam needs volunteers to help run 
the event. Jack Evans is making signs to put 
at the intersections to direct people to the 
field. They will be put out late Fr iday and re-

moved Sunday afternoon the weekend of the event. Flyers have gone out to the hobby 
shops. Max Taylor is the assistant contest director.  
 
*  Pylon racing- Er ic Disardi will have a demo pylon racing/fun fly on May 10.  Members 
present approved $100.00 to provide hamburgers and hot dogs for the event. 
 
*  Jim Por ter repor ted that the amplifier for the sound system is not working. Approved 
$300.00 to purchase a new amplifier.  
 
*Model of Month-there were three planes present. Gary Baumgar tner won the can of 
fuel. 
 
*  New members-   Gregory Colson  
                               Tim Perkins 
 
*  Attendance pr ize-There was no winner. Rolls over to next meeting. 
 
*  Grand pr ize-Howard Paugh won. His name will go in the December drawing. 
 
*Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
                     Respectfully submitted, 
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Your input concerning the Prop Wash, website, or any other club issue is ALWAYS wel-
come.  
 

Contact Allen Rugg (br it4a@tr i-countybarnstormers.com) or Dick Pursley (rwpursley 
@tr i-countybarnstormers.com) for Prop Wash or website related issues.  
 

Contact Dick if you would like an @tr i-countybarnstormers.com email address.  
 

Contact any of the club officers for ANY club related issue. 
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A quote from Ron Hill, Pensacola, Fl. 
“ There are three pr ices that you pay for  a model airplane: 
“ 1. The pr ice that you actually paid for  it 
“ 2. The pr ice you told your  wife you paid for  it 
“ 3. The pr ice you pay when your  wife finds out what you 
actually paid for  it.”  
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The financial state of our club is great. The bank account is 
strong and we only have a few months to go before membership 
renewal, which will boost the bottom line greatly. Our member-
ship stands at 161. 
 

For those of you that joined between September 2007 and the 
present, I  must apologize for not getting your name badges to 
you. When I  took over as treasurer in January, I  never even 
thought about name badges until I  was asked about them at the 
last meeting. I  am order ing them ASAP and will get them to you 
immediately once they have been delivered to me. 
 

As you all know, our club is a ‘Gold Leader ’ club and as such, I  
have a bunch of ‘Gold Leader ’ hatpins. I f you would like one, let 

me know.           Until next month… 
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Got a new Multiplex EasyStar? Want it to be more responsive? Adding ailerons to your 
EasyStar is easy. Go to the club website, click on ‘Prop Wash’ , then click on ‘Technical 
Ar ticles’ and finally on ‘Adding Ailerons To Your EasyStar ’ . This is a big file and loads a 
little slow due to the pictures, but you should find it useful. 
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I  recently finished a new workshop, so I  thought I  
would gloat a little and share a few pictures. 
 

I t©s dedicated for airplane construction. I  built it 
myself as a 20x24 foot addition onto my house. I t©s nice to be able to walk directly into 
the house and still be a par t of the family activities while building. Keeps the wife happy 
also. My workshop has over 60 running feet of workbench. I t also has it©s own separate 
100 amp electr ical service panel. I  have over 52 outlets in one room! I  have electr ical 
outlets spaced at 3-foot intervals all the way around the 
room with many others dedicated for fixed equipment.  
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Take-offs are optional—Landings are mandatory! 
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The shop also has central A/C and heat for  
climate control. I  built one main bench at 
stand-up height, while the others are at 

sit-down height, which I  prefer. I  have an outside access door, which allows me to 
assemble my large planes 
inside and then just walk 
outside to my airstr ip. 
 

I  also built an office, 
which you can just see in a 
few of the pictures. I  do all 
of my designing and 
drafting, plans drawing, 
computer work, and par ts 
order ing etc. from there. I  
can just shut the door and 
keep that area clean of 
dust, which is helpful. 
 

Still to be constructed is 
an 8x8 foot center island 
with tool drawers and 
balsa storage underneath. I©m just using a small table for the moment while I  take a 
breather from construction work. 

 

I  have waited 35 years for this shop and after much skimping through the years I  
finally got the opportunity 
to build it. I  enjoy 
construction and cabinet 
building, which added to 
the fun. I  have been 
collecting pictures of 
var ious workshops for 
many years and that helps 
a lot in the planning 
stages. The only problem 
that I  have now is that I ’m 
so tired that I  really don’ t 
feel like building any new 
airplanes for a while! 
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I  know that many other 
Barnstormers have cool shops 
also and I  hope that you send in 
some pictures for the newsletter 
so that we can all take a peek and 
get some more ideas. So dust off 
your camera and remember that 
a clean shop is a sign of a sick 
mind… 

Next month, Dick’s RC 
charging system and some 
ideas from the internet 
cover ing keeping batter ies 
ready to fly at a moments 
notice.�

Like Bud said in his 
shop ar ticle, send in 
pictures of your 
shop and a few lines 
telling us about it. 
This is YOUR 
newsletter and YOU 
should be the main 
topic!  
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P.O. Box 916 
New Waver ly, Texas 77358 


